
50 for the 50th Launch Event 
Revised Event Description 

 
Date:  June 24, 2014 
Time:  8:30 – 9:00 am - Breakfast Served 
   9:00 – 10:00 am – Presentation of 50 for the 50th Projects; Remarks From Speakers 
   10:00 am - Adjourn 
Location: The Wilderness Society's Ansel Adams Gallery, 1615 M Street NW, Washington DC, First 

Floor. Farragut North or Farragut West metro stops 
Hosts: The Wilderness Society  

Public Lands Service Coalition 

Featured Partners:  U.S. Department of Agriculture 
U.S. Forest Service 

 

Overview 

On June 24, 2014, The Wilderness Society (TWS) and the Public Lands Service Coalition (PLSC) will 
announce the launch of 50 Projects for the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness Act. Leaders from TWS, 
PLSC and conservation corps from around the country will host a press event to launch the 50 for the 
50th project to the news media and the public, highlighting specific projects, the Anniversary of the 
Wilderness Act and the important role public lands service corps play in the stewardship of these lands. 
TWS and PLSC would like representatives of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Forest 
Service to join us at the event.  

The 50 for the 50th program is joint effort of TWS, PLSC and local corps to honor the work of 
conservation corps and celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness Act. Conservation corps 
provide outstanding job training and leadership development opportunities to America's young people 
and returning veterans, and are often the most cost effective way to complete public land conservation 
and stewardship work. In addition, conservation corps build a lifelong connection between people and 
America's wild places, inspiring them to become the next generation of conservation leaders.  

By promoting the 50 for the 50th program, The Wilderness Society hopes to tell the story of how young 
people can reconnect to America’s wild places through stewardship and working with a conservation 
corps.  We hope these stories with inspire and expand opportunities to engage Americans in this 
important work, and make public lands healthier, more accessible, and more sustainable.  

Another key goal of the 50 for the 50th Project is to honor and celebrate the partnerships that we have 
with the federal land management agencies. Agencies like the U.S. Forest Service are critical partners in 
this effort, and our launch event will provide them with an opportunity to talk about how they are using 
conservation corps to complete valuable work on the lands they manage. We'll highlight some of the 
important projects to be undertaken as part of 50 for the 50th, and the significant benefits they will 
provide to public lands recreation and the outdoor recreation economy.  

During the event, we will roll out the fifty projects that will be undertaken between the July 2014 and 
September 2015, and provide event attendees with information for each project. Some projects will be 
in designated wilderness within America's National Forests, National Parks, Wildlife Refuges and Bureau 
of Land Management Lands. Others will be in urban park settings, along river corridors and in other wild 
places that need stewardship work, celebrating both big “W” wilderness and small “w” wilderness and 
honoring the connect between the two. 



Desired Participants in the Launch Event 

Invited speakers at the June 24 event include: 

• Jamie Williams, President, The Wilderness Society. 
• Mary Ellen Ardouny, President and CEO, The Corps Network 
• Tom Vilsack, Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture or Robert Bonnie, Undersecretary of 

Agriculture  
• A representative of the Chief of the U.S. Forest Service 
• Regional Conservation Corp Directors from California, Montana,  
• Key Corps members 

Target Audience for the Launch Event 

Our target audience for the launch event is the news media. We will work hard to recruit reporters who 
cover public lands and conservation issues. We also plan to target freelance journalists who cover D.C. 
events on behalf of publications located in the regions where the conservation corps will be undertaking 
the 50 for the 50th projects.  

Distribution  

The Wilderness Society will stream the event live through its website, and will encourage participating 
conservation corps to do the same through their own websites. We will also be pushing the event out 
through our digital channels (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram).   

Tentative Agenda/Schedule 

• Welcome/Rollout of the list – Michael Carroll, The Wilderness Society 
• The Significance of the 50th Anniversary – Jamie Williams, The Wilderness Society 
• The Importance of Engaging Young People on Public Lands – Tom Vilsack or Robert Bonnie, U.S. 

Department of Agriculture.  
• The Role of the 21st Century Conservation Service Corps – Mary Ellen Ardouny, The Corps 

Network 
• Facilitating Partnerships at the U.S. Forest Service – Representative of the U.S. Forest Service 
• Importance of the Anniversary and the work to Regional Conservation Corps – A conservation 

corps representative.  

Location 

The 50 for the 50th Launch Event will be held at The Wilderness Society's offices at 1615 M Street NW, 
on the first floor.  

 
 


